THE ISSUE

| What are they? What is the pm@m?

Rodenticides, also known as rat poisons, are
sets of chemicals used by people to kill pest
species, such as rats or house mice.
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While many rodenticides are exceedingly
cruel, an equally crucial issue stems from the
secondary, unintended effects of these
poisons: killing wildlife.

RODENTICIDES

Vast numbers of wildlife animals, such as
hawks, owls, foxes, and wildcats, are
accumulating rodent poisons in their blood,
their livers, and their fat. People use
rodenticides as a fast, easy way to kill pest
animals—Dbut death is typically slow and
painful.

Because it takes multiple days for the
poisoned animal to die, and they are often
very weak before death, they are more likely
to be eaten by predators like hawks or owls.
These predators accumulate the residual
poisons over time, and eventually die.

In 2011, a study by Dr. Maureen Murray,
published in the Journal of Zoo and Wildlife
Medicine, showed that rodenticide residues
had been found in at least 86% of 161
predatory birds tested over a five-year
period. Another study published in 2013 by
the Department of Pesticide Regulation
analyzed 492 non-target species, including ‘
predatory mammals and birds, and found HUMANE PEsST CONTROL ‘
that at least 75% of them had rodenticide |
residues in their livers. A Boston-based collaboration
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